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ABSTRACT  OF  PROPOSED  CHaliTER 


■'  r - 0^.  . 

GijRFRii.L  VIEJ  -•  - . : . . 

The  charter  creates  in  place  of  Allegheny  couJity  a consolidated  city  and 
County  government  to  he  kn.cTm  as  the  '’City  of  Pittsburgh",  This  "consolidated 
city"  is  to  have  all  the  porrers  of  the  present  Allegheny  cotmty^  the  porrers 
uith  regard  to  the  care  of  the  poor  and  inso.ne  non  possessed  by  the  present  city 

S 

of  Pittsburgh  and  the  directors  of  the  poor,  and  certain  other  specified  poners. 
The  present  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  other  cities,  boroughs  and  tovmships  of 
the  county  remain  in  existence  irithin  the  consolidated  oity  irith  their  present 
names  and  boundaries.  The  present  city  of  Pittsburgh  is  still  called  simply 
"Pittsburgh"  as  distinguished  from  the  consolidated  city.  The  great  bulk  of 
the  porrers  non  belonging  to  "Pittsburgh"  and  the  other  units  nill  continue  to 
be  exercised  by  them, 

« 

The  present  elective  county  officers  nill  continue  to  be  elected  as  at 
present,  except  the  tres surer  nho  is  to  be  appointed  by. the  board  of  commission- 
ers, No  officer  is  to  rets.in  any  fees  but  they  are  to  be  paid  over  to  the 
treasury  of  the  consolidated  cibyo 

The  consolidated  city  is  to  be  governed  by  a board  of  seven  commission- 
ers, elected  at  large  for  four  years.  Three  must  reside  in  the  present  Pitts- 
burgh, and  three  in  districts  outside  of  the  present  Pittsburgh  and,  after  1931, 
the  president  irill  be  elected  at  largSo  The  present  county  commissioners  are 
Continued  for  the  balance  of  their  tern  as  members  of  the  nerr  board.  At  the 
election  of  1929  three  members  rrill  be  elected  from  outside  of  Pittsburgh  for 
four  years  and  one  member  for  tiro  years,  and  for  these  t\To  years  the  board  vrill 
choose  its  ovm  president. 

There  trill  be  the  follovring  administrative  departments;  Finance,  Health, 
Safety,  Public  'forks,  Vfelfare,  Parks  and  Recreation,  Planning,  Art,  Personnel, 
Latr,  Research  and  Information,  Transit,  The  heads  of  each  of  these  departments 
in  general  have  povrer  to  appoint  and  rem.ove  all  officers  and  employes  thereof. 
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The  charter  contains  the  follovring  features:  (a)  Unification  of  Tood- 
ville  and  Ifeyvierf  novr  respectively  administered  by  the  directors  of  the  poor 
and  the  city  department  of  uelfareo  (b)  Designation  of  through- traffic  streets 
which  henceforth  will  be  maintained  by  the  consolidated  city,  (c)  Planning  and 
zoning  powers  which  do  not  interfere  with  the  similar  powers  of  Pittsburgh  and 
other  units,  (d)  Power  to  create  special  districts  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Works,  utilities  or  services  such  as  sewage,  garbage  disposal,  etc,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  any  one  municipal  division,  (e)  Ample  powers  to  solve  the  water 
problem  which  at  the  sarnie  time  safeguard  the  rights  of  Pittsburgh  and  other  cit- 
ies owning  water  plants,  ( f ) Power  to  dee.!  broadly  vrith  the  problem  of  rapid 
transit,  (g)  Povrer  to  make  uniform  regulations  with  regard  to  traffic  on 
through-ti'^affic  streets  and  with  regard  to  signs,  signal  lights  and  other  pliy- 
s ical  devices  for  the  control  of  traffic  aiiyi^rhere  in  the  consolidated  city,  (h) 
Power  to  pay  for  public  improvements  by  special  assessments  on  property  vrithin 
the  district  benefited  by  such  improvementc 

iio  elective  officers  are  ripped  out  of  office  — all  are  permitted  to 
serve  out  their  terms.  Appointive  officers  of  the  county,  of  the  directors  of 
the  poor  and  of  the  city  departments  of  'welfare  and  transit  are  all  continued 
in  office  for  the  time  being  with  fe^.r  exceptions.  Positions  for  the  few  officers 
displaced  can  readily  bo  found  in  the  process  of  organizing  the  neir  government. 
The  pension  rights  of  the  employes  of  xillegheny  county  and  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
who  are  transferred  to  the  consolidated  city  are  completely  protected. 

The  charter  safeguards  the  toeepayers ' money  by  (a)  giving  the  controller 
adequate  auditing  povrers  irith  a perma.nont  appropriation  of  $25,000,00  a year  for 
investigations;  (b)  establishing  a department  of  finance  under  a director;  (c) 
providing  for  a uniform  modern  accounting  system;  (d)  an  effective  budget,  and 
(e)  an  audit  by  certified  public  accountants  every  four  years;  ( f ) establishing 
a department  of  research  and  information  under  a non- political  board  with  a 


permanent  appropriation. 
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A fair  asscssnent  of  property  for  taxation  is  guaro.nteod  by  (a)  assess- 
ment o.ccording  to  methods  used  in  the  most  progressive  cities  by  a co'isolidatod 
city  assessor  assisted  by  local  assessors  loco.lly  appointed  and  paid  for  by 
each  municipality;  (b)  providing  a bo3.rd  of  assessment  appeal  appointed  by  the 
Common  pleas  court* 

The  charter  ■'.rill  promote  public  health  by  providing  a health  department 
’.rith  po'.rer  to  mnke  and  secure  enforcement  of  regulations  through  local  health 
authorities  'iThcrever  they  exist  and  directly  in  other  parts  of  the  consolidated 
city. 

The  charter  rrill  promote  public  se.fety  by  creating  (a)  o.  sma.ll  metropoli- 
to.n  police  force  org-anized  on  the  lines  of  the  sta.te  police  for  the  purpose  of 
policing  the  rLi.rE.!  districts  and  vhich  may  be  used  by  otlier  municipalities  upon 
request;  ;b)  a metropolitan  detective  bureau;  (c)  a traffic  division  to  enforoc 
traffic  rogu.lations;  (d)  a fire  prevention  division. 

Better  justice  for  the  ordina.m,^  citizen  is  secured  by  abolishing  the 
justices  of  the  peo.cc^  aldermen  and  magistrates,  (Those  in  office  Trill  be  per- 
mitted to  serve  out  their  term.)*  In  their  plo.oc  there  rrill  be  a municipal  court 
made  up  of  fio.m  thirty  to  forty-five  ss.laried  judges  o.ppointed  by  the  county 
court  for  terms  of  five  yes.rs.  In  this  court  there  rrill  bo  esto.blishcd  s.  sma.ll 
claims  division  in  rrhiol:  cases  inr'olving  loss  than  vSOoOO  ray  be  heard  informa.1- 
ly  rrith  costs  not  to  oxoeed  mIoOO.  Sessions  of  the  municipal  court  rrill  be 
hold  throughout  the  county  in  such  a r.ray  as  to  serve  the  convenience  of  suitors 
in  the  court,  Consta.blos  rrill  henceforth  be  e.ppointod  by  the  judges  of  the 
municipal  court,  (Provided  that  those  in  office  ray  servo  out  their  terrrs). 

The  charter  protects  the  interests  of  the  outlying  communities  by  pre- 
venting fors'i'a'^D  annexation,  Annoxo.tions  henooforth  can  take  place  only  as  a 
result  of  a favoro.ble  vote  of  the  people  in  both  the  annexed  and  aruiexing 
municipalities. 
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The  charter  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  pooplo  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
J une  19  29  . 


.■iE:STS.-.CT  0?  TIE  PROFOSbD  CKif.TJR  nRTICLd  BY  ARTICIY 


xiRTICIY  I,  GYlidlbxL  PEOVISIOHS.  - This  article  provides  for  the  creation 
of  the  consolidated  city  o/nd  county  to  be  knov.Ta  as  the  '"City  of  Pittsburgh". 

All  lo.rrs  relating  to  the  govGrrment  and  offices  of  Allegheny  County  are  c-X'- 
pressly  incorporated  o.s  part  of  the  charter  aicd  henceforth  can  be  amended  or 
repealed  only  by  c'.r.iendmcnt  to  the  charter.  All  other  laers  applicable  to  -Al- 
legheny County  are  continued  in  force  except  as  inconsistent  uith  the  charter. 
The  cities^  boroughs  and  to'niships  of  Alleghery  County  are  continued  in 
existence  nith  their  present  names  o.nd  boundaries  except  that  the  present  city 


of  Pittsburgh  is  to  bo  officio.lly  designa.tcd  as  "Pittsburgh"  unless  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  that  city  select  some  other  namco  Pxcopt  as  spocifico-lly 
provided  by  the  charter,  the  cities^  boroughs  and  tovnnships  are  to  bo  governed 
by  the  leers  relating  to  the  class  of  municiicalit;^'’  to  rrhich  they  belong, 

A sp.  clal  saving  clause  keeps  in  effect  larrs  relating  to  courts  of  rc- 
cord,  juries  and  jun/  coramissioners , public  schools^  public  libraries  and  state 
highno-ys  as  if  the  consolidated  city  -'cre  a county/'  only  oned  not  a city. 

The  property  and  indebtedness  of  Allegheny  county  and  of  the  directors 


of  the  poor  and  the  property  o.nd  indebtedness  of  the  present  city  of  Pittsburgh 
nou'  adraiiiistored  by  its  depe.rtmcnt  of  '.■'clfaro  and  the  property  rights  and  cor- 
responding debts  of  any  unit  in  such  through-traffic  streets  a.s  may  bo  desig- 
nated by  the  board  of  cormiis  si  oners  o-ro  transferred  to  the  consolidated  city, 
ARTICLii;  II.  FO./ldPS.  - In  addition  to  the  county  povrers^  the  must  irapor- 
tant  pomers  given  to  the  consolido.tcd  city  arc;  (a)  to  co.rc  for  the  poor,  sick, 
defective,  feobic-minded  and  insane;  (b)  to  Dxi.ko  health  regulations  (the  muni- 
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cipal  division  ray  rnako  hco.lth  rogulc.tions  not  in  conflict  r.'ith  thocc  of  t}'.? 
consolidated  city);  (c)  to  dcsigns.tc  through-traff ic  streets  '.rhich  '..■ill  cc 
raintained  by  the  consolidated  city,  (the  cleaning  and  lighting  of  througl-- 
traffic  streets  is  loft  to  the  locality);  (d)  to  adopt  coning  ordina.nccs  (in 
all  the  raj.nioipalitios  rrhich  liavc  not  by  Jan,  1^  1933  adopted  coning  ordinance; 
[o)  to  enercise  planning  por/ers  (relating  to  ’ca.jor  features  only);  ( f ) to  cre- 
ate special  districts  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring^  construe ting^  raintaining 
and  operating  or  contracting  for  norks^  inprovcmonts_^  utilities  or  services 


for  the  benefit  of  more  tho.n  one  runioipal  division  (this  po'.rer  ’.rill  rake  it 
possible  to  to.kc  cc.re  of  serious  drainage  problems  etc,);  (g)  to  deal  'rith  the 
■rater  supply  problem  (the  rights  of  the  existing  municipalities  arc  carefully 


preserved,  i^o  municipal  Trater  system  can  be  acquired  except  by  a majority 
vote  of  the  people  of  the  municipo.lity  -rhich  o’.rns  the  plant  and  no  municipal  or 
private  plant  co.n  be  acquired  except  in  accordance  uith  the  general  la’.rs  of 
the  state  ’.rhich  a.raply  provide  for  just  coiiipcns.ntion);  ( h)  to  construct^  opcro.tc 
or  contract  for  the  operation  of  transportation  systems^  (this  poircr  is  broadly 
phrased  in  order  to  give  the  consolidated  city  ample  poorer  to  deal  ’.rith  the 


rapid  transit  problem); 


(i)  to  rccomriCxid  standards  for  local  fire  departments 


o.nd  to  rake  appropric.tion3  in  o.id  of  local  fire 
sr.oke  regulations;  (k)  to  rake  Uxiiform  traffic 
streets  and  to  regulate  the  type  and  manner  of 


departments;  (j)  to  enact 
regulations  for  through-traffic 
installation  of  signs,  signal 


lights,  etc,  throughout  the  consolidated  city;  (l)  to  levy  special  assessments 


upon  the  distriot  benefited  by  aiiy  public  inprovemento 

The  employes  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  of  the  directors  of  the  poor 
and  the  ’.rclfarc  department  and  tiansit  commission  of  the  cit^;'  of  Pittsburgh 
arc  transferred  to  the  service  of  the  consolidated  city  and  protected  in  their 
present  positions  and  salaries  until  the  same  arc  modified  in  accordance  'u'ith 
the  regular  ad'minis tration  of  the  consolidated  city.  The  rights  of  the  em- 
ployes of  irillcghony  county  and  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  under  the  pension 
lav.'s  no’.T  relating  to  then  arc  a.bsolutely  preserved* 
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ARTICIi;  III.  BOARD  OF  COI'llISSIOFARS.  - The  poTTcrs  of  the  consolidated 
city^  except  as  othcnrisc  specifically  provided^  are  to  bo  e;:ercised  by  tl-.c 
board  of  comnissionors . of  six  merfeers  8.nd  a president.  They  arc  to  be  elected 
at  large  but  three  of  then  raust  be  residents  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  and  one 
of  co.ch  of  three  districts  (roughly  east^  south  and  north  outside  of  Pittsturgh)« 
The  president,  beginning  nith  the  election  of  1931,  is  to  be  elected  at  la.rge 
and  is  to  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city-, 

For  the  first  tr.ro  years  the  present  county  corniiss ioners  are  to  be  the 
Pittsburgh  representatives  on  the  boards  at  the  election  of  19  29  merfoers  '.Till 
bo  elected  fron  the  outside  districts  and  another  ricr.ibcr  elected  at  largo  for 
taro  years-,  For  the  first  trro  years  the  president  is  to  bo  chosen  by  the  cor.- 
nission  froH  ariong  its  orrn  mcTibcrs, 

The  salaiy  of  the  president  is  to  be  $15,000  and  tlie  salaries  of  the 
commissioners  $9,000  (sal3,ries  of  the  present  coimniss loners  arc  to  remain  as 
they  are  for  the  balance  o.f  their  torres).  The  board  of  commissioners  is  to 
choose  a vace"p.''"osidcnt  and  a secretaryo 

Provision  is  made  for  rcgulo.r  neotingSo  Special  meetings  can  be  called 
only  on  ta.re::ty--four  liours  nritten  notice.  Four  aff inrnt i'rc  votes  arc  necessary 
for  the  pe.ssc.go  of  an;;/  ordinance  or  resolution,.  An  abstract  of  each  ordinance 
must  bo  published  in  a nc-.rspapor  nithin  three  days  of  introduction  and  all  or- 
dinances must  to  printed  o.nd  on  the  desks  of  the  merfoers  for  forty-eight  hours 
before  o.ny  action  can  bo  taken  nith  regard  to  them,  except  in  case  of  emergency 
ordinanceso  The  board  of  commiss loners  must  keep  a journal  in  rrhich  the  yeas 
and  nays  of  each  ordinance  arc  to  be  recorded,  and  the  journal  is  mnde  a.  public 
record. 

In  this  article  o.n  effective  budget  system  is  provided  for.  The  budget 
must  include  the  estimo.tes  of  the  scvero.l  departments  of  their  needs  a.nd  the 
recommendation  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners  ni.th  x’cgard 
thereto. 
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ARTlCLail  IV.  COUHTY  OFFICERS.  - The  present  clootivo  county  offr.cars  re- 
M-in  elective  eroept  the  treasurer  vrho  is  to  be  a.ppointed  by  the  board  of 
oori-Ernissionci's,  The  duties  of  those  officers  rccir^in  o.s  o.t  present  except  that 
the  controller  is  riven  the  po’.rer  to  carry'  on  a continuous  3.udit  of  the  fi:ic.n- 
cial  transactions  of  the  oonsolido.ted  city,  Ec  is  given  poncr  to  surrx'.on  ""it- 
ncsses  and  dcmo.nd  the  production  of  books  o.nd  papers;  ho  is  also  provided 
vith  an  obligatory  appropriation  of  025^000  to  be  expended  in  hie  discretion 
in  T.'ork  of  inves tigation,  ho  reoney  can  be  dravm  iron  the  trcasuiy  except  by 
imrro.nt  countersigned  by  hira, 

^-RTICLS  V.  ELECTIONS.  - This  article  simply  provides  for  the  o.pplication 
of  the  larrs  of  the  sto.to  rrith  roga.rd  to  elections.  Vacancies  in  elective  of- 
fices a. re  to  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  balance  of  the  term  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas. 

^.fter  the  census  of  1940  the  districts  of  vrhich  members  of  the  boa.rd  of 
Commissioners  must  be  residents  arc  to  tc  laid  out  by  the  board  of  ccar.iission- 
ers  exceot  that  the  present  city  of  rittsburgh  plus  annexo.tions  theret-:^  is  to 
remnin  one  district. 

mRTiCLE  VI,  j-,EI/lHTISTrdiT Il/E  S_jRVICE.  - This  section  sets  up  the  admini- 
strative d.cpa rtments , The  di'-'cetors  of  9.11  departments  and  certain  other 
officers  and  boards  o.re  to  be  appointed  by  th'''  president  of  the  board  of  com- 
missionors  nith  the  consent  of  the  boo-rd.  He  may  remove  onw  a.pDointec  subiect 
to  veto  of  his  removo.l  by  vote  of  five  commissionersr  In  general  the  directors 
or  the  departments  appoint  and  remevo  ttp  employes  of  their  departments  subjeot 
to  the  right  of  the  employe  to  demand  a hearing  before  the  director, 

..iRTiCIE  VII.  DEP,.RTI'liji:T  CF  FIlLniCiLh  - i-i.t  the  head  of  this  departmciit 
IS  a direotor  of  finance,  Ec  is  given  the  povrer  to  proscribe  the  no. ture  and 
forms  Oi  0.11  o.cGounts  to  be  kept  in  o.ll  dcpo.rtmcnts  of  the  oonsolido.ted  city 


r 


including  tho  controller’s  office.  This  is  to  insure  a unifom  systcr.  and  pre- 
vent duplication.  The  general  accounts  of  the  city  arc  to  be  kept  under  his 
imnediate  direcepj-.-i'^and  such  provision  is  imdc  that  they  reust  be  adequate  accor- 
ding to  the  best  standards  of  accountingo  Claims  against  the  city  treasury 
must  bo  signed  by  the  director  of  finance  a.nd  countersigned  by  the  controller. 

No  contract  can  be  made  or  obligation  im  erred  under  the  director  of 
fina.nce  has  certified  that  there  is  an  unencumbered  balance  in  the  appropriation 
a.vailable  for  the  purpose,  -i.  monthly  report  of  the  condition  of  the  approprio.- 
tions  rust  be  made  by  the  director  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  Nvery  four 
yca.rs  the  boo.rd  of  commissioners  rust  ha.vo  the  accounts  audited  by  a certified 
public  accountant. 

The  trea.  surer  is  to  col  loot  a.  11  tames  including  delinquent  tames  and  the 
office  of  the  delinquent  tax  collector  is  abolished.  Tax  bills  arc  to  be  mailed 
prior  to  the  da, to  nhen  to.xos  become  due.  Taxes  may  bo  paid  a.t  banks  Iocs. ted 
throughout  the  consolidated  cit3/.  The  taxpa.ycr  man/  have  the  option  of  pa.ying 
his  toncos  in  qus.rtcrly  installments  and  the  provisions  non  in  force  in  the  pre- 
sent city  of  Pittsburgh  v/ith  regard  to  discount  for  pa^/mont  in  advance  and  penal- 
ties for  dclinqi’oncy  arc  applied  to  the  consolidated  cit^^,  l.'nchincry  is  to  bo 
exempt  from  taxation.  There  is  to  be  a single  assessment  of  property  for  tarna- 
tion for  all  purposes  made  by  the  assessor  of  the  consolidated  oity^  -.rho  is  to 
bo  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners.  Ec  is  to  be  assis- 
ted in  ma.king  this  single  o.sscssment  bj/  loco.l  assessors  in  each  municipal  divi- 
sion. ■ In  Pittsburgh  and  the  cities  of  the  third  class^  the  assisting  departments 
of  assessment  e.rc  to  bo  the  local  assessors;  in  other  divisions  the  local  asses- 
sor is  to  be  appointed  by  a committee  of  fivc^  of  nhich  the  school  board  appoints 
tiro  members^  the  governing  bod^'"  of  the  municipality  tno  members  and  these  four 
appoint  the  fifth.  Local  o.sscssors  m-ust  possess  the  qua lifico.t ions  prescribed 


by  the  board  of  oomissionors.  They  rie.y  be  removed  for  failure  to  porfom  the 
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dutics  imposed  upon  then  by  the  charter  by  the  assessor  of  the  oonsolidated 
oity. 


The  local  assessors  arc  to  val'ae  all  property  in  accordo.noe  '.nth  t]:c 


instructions  of  the  o-ssessor  o.nd  the  charter  sets  forth  oei'te.in  instructions 
nhioh  must  be  given.  These  instructions  O-rc  intended  to  insure  that  the  nork 
of  the  loco.l  a.sscssors  irill  be  unifomm  e.r-d  in  aooordo.ncc  '.nth  the  bese  assess- 
ment praoticc.  Upon  the  basis  of  the  valuations  na.de  by  the  local  assessors^ 
the  a.sscssor  of  the  oonsolida.tod  oity  mkes  his  a,ssossncnt  cvci’y  three  yea.rs  as 


assessments  a.  re  no'i  irr.dCe 

A board  of  assessment  a-ppcsil  is  created  of  three  members  a.ppointed  by  tne 
cornon  pleas  court  to  rrhich  any  property  holder  aggrieved  by  an  assessment  can 
o.pply  for  relief  a.nd  from  the  bna.rd  of  assessment  a.ppca.l  a.  further  appeal  ma.y 
be  taken  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  as  a.t  present, 

ARTICLE  VIII.  DEP.TRTI'IljI'IT  0?  HljALTH.  - This  department  is  to  be  under  a 
directo'r  of  health  mho  must  be  a.  physicio.n  of  ton  years  profess ionc.l  experience. 


It  m.s.j''  m.akc  health  rogu.lations  nhich  it  is  .the  duty  of  licalth  authorities  of 
each  locality  to  carry  out.  It  ma.y  enforce  its  onn  regulations  directly  in 
those  localities  'vhich  ho.ve  no  heo.lth  e.uthorities  and  it  ma.y  in  case  of  neces- 
sity o.ct  directly  in  other  municinci.lities,  TTherc  o.  local  health  board  fo.ils 
entirely  to  carry  out  its  duties^  it  ma.y  remove  tho.t  boo.rd  and  administer  pub- 
lic health  in  tho.t  locality  s.t  the  expense  of  the  locality.,  Lny  m.unicipal 
division  ma.y  surrender  its  health  poners  to  the  consolidated  city  if  it  T.'ill 
o.greo  to  pay  the  expenses  of  health  administration  ".rithin  its  borders.  The 
hes.lth  deps.rtment  is  to  provide  laboratory  service  for  tliose  units  '.Thich  do 


not  maintain  lo.borator'nes  of  their  omr, 

xRTICkH]  IX.  DnPnKTI;iAiTT  OF  SnETY^  - This  departm.ent  is  to  be  under  a. 
director  'ffho  is  to  have  the  po’Ters  of  a sheriff  'rith  regard  to  the  prescrva.tion 
of  public  peace  and  order. 


* 


e 


-lo- 
in this  department  there  is  to  be  a police  division  under  a superinten- 
dent, The  police  force  is  to  consist  of: 

(a)  The  consolidated  city  police  ■'.Thich  is  to  be  a small  force  organized 
on  the  genera.l  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  sta.te  police.  This  force  is  to  be  em- 
ployed in  policing  the  rural  sections  and  patrolling  through-traf f ic  streets^ 
but  any  municipality  me.y  borro'v  one  or  more  members  or  even  an  organized  unit 
by  paying  the  cost  of  the  service, 

(b)  The  Consolidated  city  detective  bureau  'nhich  is  to  tc.ke  over  the  pre- 
sent county  detective  bureau  is  required  to  keep  records  for  the  identification 
of  criminals  etc. 

There  is  to  bo  e.  traffic  division  che.rged  rrith  enforcing  the  traffic 
regulations  of  the  consolidated  city  and  an  advisory  tmffic  comjnission  me.dc 
up  of  citizens  and  officials. 

The  director  of  safety  is  required  to  report  quo.rterly  to  the  board ‘of 
commissioners  a record  of  all  complaints^  arrests^  info nmt ions ^ summonses  and 
notices  of  violation^  together  nith  the  disposition  thereofo  ‘.There  a ce.se  is 
not  disposed  of  ’vithin  the  quarter,  it  is  to  bo  reported  again  and  again  until 
finally  disposed  of. 

There  is  to  bo  also  a division  of  inspection  to  take  care  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  smoke  regulation  and  other  inspeotional  duties. 

Finally  there  is  to  be  a division  of  fire  prevention  and  no  approprio.tion 
in  aid  of  a loco.l  fire  dcps.rtment  is  to  be  g ivon,  unless  the  superintendent  of 
this  division  certifies  that  the  department  is  mnintainod  in  accordance  vrith  the 
standards  set  by  the  board  of  commissioners^ 

jnRTICL'j  X,  DFPi^RTIvibhT  OF  PUBLIC  JCRIvS,  - The  department  of  public  '.rorks 
of  the  county  is  taken  over  in  the  consolidated  city. 

The  director  nho  is  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  department  must  be  an  en- 


gineer mith  not  less  than  ten  years  experience.  The  department  has  all  the 


t 
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porrcrs  and  duties  of  the  present  departnont  of  iillegheny  county  and  such  other 
povrers  as  rs'.y  be  given  by  the  cha.rtor  and  by  ordinance, 

^RTIChBl  XI.  D3PARB,SNT  OF  ..IILF^-lRS.  - This  departnent  is  to  be  adreinis- 
tered  by  o.  director  nith  the  assistance  of  a boai’d  of  vrclfarc  and  a visiting 
cormittoo  for  each  institutiono  There  o.re  to  be  divisions  of  family  '.rclfare^ 
child  nelfare^  caro  of  the  s.gcd  o.nd  infirm^  mental  health  and  correction. 

AFTICIF;  XII.  DnpAFiTLlFNT  OF  Fi^.RKS  .dil)  RFCRFo-aTICN.  - The  present  country' 
parks  and  any  other  parks  and  playgrounds^  eto„  rrhich  mo.y  subsequently  be  ac- 
quired by  the  conso lido. ted  city  arc  to  bo  o.dministcred  by  c.  director  of  parks 
and  rccree.tion  assisted  by  o.  park  o.nd  recrco.tion  boo.rd» 

The  board  is  particularly  charged  ’.rith  the  physico.l  development  of  po.rks^ 
etc,^  the  a.ctuo.1  o.dnini  strati  on  being  left  to  the  dircotore 

Provision  is  mdo  for  the  rcprcscntc.tion  of  the  Pittsburgh  school  depart- 
ment and  the  county  school.s  on  this  board.  This  department  is  authorized  to  co- 
operate nith  the  schools  in  the  development  of  rccrcationo.l  fo.cilities, 

^J.TICLF  XIII.  DFPaRTLSUT  OF  PI^ARIIHG.  - I'hc  planning  coiemiss  ion  of  the 
consolidated  city  is  to  consist  of  eight  members  and  a salaried  director  vrho  is 
to  be  the  chairma.nn  Hot  m.orc  than  four  of  these  members  shall  be  residents  of 
any  one  municipalitye, 

It  is  to  have  povror  to  make  a master  plan  covering  planning  features 
vrhich  relate  to  the  coiisolida.tcd  city  as  a vrholo.  It  thus  does  not  interfere 
'.rith  the  functioning  of  local  city  planning  oommissionso  irithin  the  field  as- 
signed to  it^  its  po'.rcrs  and  methods  of  procedure  arc  expressed  in  practically 
the  sam.c  terms  o.s  those  employed  in  the  Pittsburgh  charter  and  in  the  r.odcl  city 
planning  enabling  act,, 

ARTICLE  XIV.  DAPaRTIIPI! T OF  PUBLIC  *^RT.  - This  department  is  to  be  assis- 


ted by  an  o-rt  jury  of  nine  persons^  no  more  than  five  of  vrhom  arc  to  reside  in 
any  one  m.unicipality.  Its  pouers  o.ro  pro.ctically  the  sam.c  o.s  those  novr  possessed 
by  the  art  commission  of  the  present  city  of  Pittsburgh  and  arc  to  be  exercised 
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throughout  tho  oonsolidatod  city.  The  art  coirr'dss ion  of  the  present  city  of 
Pittsburgh  is  abolished. 
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XV. 


routine  duties 


DopARTllJllT  OP  PPRSCMf  I - This  department^ 
in  connection  nith  the  keeping  of  personnel 


besides 


re  c o rd  3 


nur.o  r- 


and 


Gc rtif ioo.tion  of  payrolls,  otc»^  ivS  to  examine  all  applicants  for  appointr.cnt 
to  all  but  e.  very  fetr  nesitions , -such  o.s  dj, rectors  of  nhe  doeo. rtmenfcs , Jhero 
qualifications  o.ro  csto.bl:  shod  05^  'tnc  charter,  oy  the  board  of  commissi  oners 
or  by  other  boards  pursuant  to  tho  charter,  for  any  position,  no  person  can  be 
appointed  to  tho.t  position  unless  the  dope. r tree nt  of  personnel  certifies  thc.t 
he  possesses  those  qaalificationso  Otherwise  tho  personnel  dopartreent  ncrcly 
reports  on  the  rn.enta.1  abilit^/^  education,  exporienco,  okaractor  and  rcputo.tio;! 
of  the  applicant  and  tho  -appointing  officer  is  loft  free  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment in  the  making  of  the  appointment ^ 

This  department  "Till  administer  any  retirement  pensi.on  system  set  up  by 

st  section  of  the  article  conta  ins  pro- 
mf  Allcghojp/'  county  v;ho  no'.r  ho-uc  rrghts 
ats  as  3.ong  o.s  they  continue  tc  make  tho 
provision  is  rm.de  nith  rcgo.rd  to  tho 
Durgh^  nho^  by  the  operation  of  the  char- 
I'vicc  of  the  consolido.ted  city^  as  to  their 
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j:mTlClli;  XVI.  LSP/iRTlviSilT  OF  LA.i,  <«  This  dO'po>. rtment  is  to  be  in  ol 


hargo  of 


a director  '.rho  is  to  be  the  solicitor  of  the  oonsolidatod  city©  It  is  to 
take  over  tho  duties  of  the  present  county  solicitor  and  all  other  solioitors 
a,nd  attonieys  for  county  officeso  It  is  provided^  hovrever^  that  o.n^^  officer 
irho  has  0.  persona.l  financio.l  responsibility  in  performing  the  duties  of  his 
office  mo.y  name  the  deputy  solicitor  '.rho  is  to  be  his  legal  o.dvisoro 

A bureau  of  public  utility  rclc.tions  is  established  in  this  dcpo.rtmont 
vhich  is  to  represent  tho  consolidated  city  in  dealings  nith  public  utilities 


'-."•■I. 


^ c.. 


^ . 


f .. 


and  before  the  public  service  coTutrassion  and  the  courts  in  public  util:.!;;,'' 


natters 0 It  is  to  receive  complaints  from  citizens  and  mo.y^  rrith  the  apprcvr.l 
of  the  solicitor  and  the  board  of  co^iirissioncrs^  represent  any  municipality 
v'ithin  the  consolidated  city  in  such  matterso 

4 

ARTICLE  XVII,  DAlARTLEhT  OF  RESAIECH  xdll)  III P3RIAA lOlA  ^ This  department 
is  to  be  in  charge  of  o.  beard  o.poointed  by  the  president  oj:  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, ilo  member  of  this  board  shall  have  held  office  or  have  been  a cs.n- 
didatc  for  office  irithin  five  5’car3K  It  vrill  a.ppoint  a director  and  otlmr 
employes.  The  department  '.rill  study  matters  relating  to  the  govsrixaent  and 
adminis traction  of  the  oonsolidatod  city  and  to  mmkc  recornaendat ions  -.rith  regard 
to  its  improvement.  Upon  request  it  '.rill  advise  the  authorities  of  any  muni- 
cipalityo  It  is  given  Do'.Tcr  to  go.ther  stotistics  and  infonmtio?a  and  tc  require 
reports  from  the  financial  officers  of  each  municipality, 

ARTICLE  XVIII,  fn'Prj.RTIlEUT  Q.F  REGIOIIA.L  TfAUSITo  - T:iis  de pE'.rtm.ent  r-ill  be 
administered  by  e director  and  a.  board  consisting  of  sim  members  and  of  the 
director.-,  It  is  to  have  similar  pmcr.r  to  those  c.f  the  present  Fittsbu.rgh 
transit  commission  and  tire  five  members  of  that  Gcmmissio.n  are  to  be^  o.t  the 
outsetj,  merfrers  of  the  rcgicniil  ■^:ransit  com.missionr  The  present  Pittsburgh^ 
homever,  does  nob  l.ose  any  of  it?  pomers  '.rith  regard  to  transit^ 

article  XlXh  SP.ECl.iL.  ASdESSivIELITS,-  >•  This  article  provide.?  in  detail  .for 
special  assessments  upon  alratting  and  non-ab'atting  property/  ma.terially  benefited 
by  an  improvement,-.  It  denarts  from  the  present  procedure  'rith  reg'ard  to 
specie.!  assessments  upon  abutting  property  in  that  the  origina.l  assessment  of 
benefits  is  mnde  by  the  consolidabod  city  assessor  and  that  the  board  of  viemers 
considers  only  those  ca.sGs  in  r.'hich  the  propGi’ty  or,''ner  objects  to  the  a.sscss- 
ment, 

..-IRT.lCIE  iOC.  L'lUUIGlPAL  Pr/ISI0.1\T3,-.  - This  article  reserves  to  the  scvcrei.l 


i 
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palitics  of  the  consolido.tcd.  city  all  their  povrers  and  duties  except  those 
by  this  ohai'toj;-  fronted  to  tho  consolido.tod  city.  It  provides  for  c.  surrender 
by  8.  -uimaG ipaj.ity  of  I'ry  of  its  pov.-ors  onlv”  by  vote  of  its  people  subject  to 
aooeptanoe  o.y  the  board  of  ooraraissioners  of  the  consolidated  city.  It  also  pro- 
vides ior  axienation  only  by  a favorable  rote  of  t]''.o  people  in  the  o.nnoniny  o.nd 
annexed  nunioipalitics  voting  separatcljA., 

nRi  IC  Li-'  XXI,  LIUliICIP.h.L  CCILITS,  - Tliis  article  establishes  beginning  '.rith 
1932^  a runieipal  court  to  be  coraposed  of  one  judge  for  each  50^000  population 
■•’ith  a fo'.r  possible  o.dditiono.l  ia-'.dges  a.'hcn  the  business  of  the  court  requires 
it,  Tho  judges  of  this  court  arc  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  court  frera  araong 
persons  nonino.tcd  by  a petition  signed  by  500  electors.  The  appointraents  arc  to 
bo  imdc  in  open  court  and  by  a 2/3  vote*  Lhmioipal  court  judges  must  either  be 
IC'-iiiied  j-O  the  lean,  hr.vc  had  six  years  active  business  experience  or  have 
scracd  as  a nagastrato,  aldorrn.n,  or  justice  of  the  poo.ee  for  not  loss  tho.n  six 
yco.rso  Tho  judges  arc  to  roeci''’'o  vS.OOO-.OO  a yeo.r^  the  president  judge 
d7^5C0,00  per  year  and  the  vice  president  judges  Oc ,000^00^  The  jurisdiction  of 

tho  court  is  be  the  so.'rac  o.s  tint  of  tho  jusriocs  of  the  pco.ee  o.nd  aldcrracn 

except  tho.t  oh'?'  ra.xinum  a.nour.t  '.rhich  rn.y  be  invola^ed  in  o.ny  co.se  is  incrco.scd  to 

s?500o00o  ihere  xust  be  in  this  court  o.  sno.ll  c.lo.ins  division  in  vchich  oo.scs  in- 

volving net  Lioro  thn.n  $5'0-C0  ira.;'/  bo  'ico.lt  v.nth  infcnra.lly  v;ith  costs  not  to 
exceed  $le00„  Sessions  of  the  court  o.ro  to  bo  held  in  vo.rious  ports  of  the 
county  to  suit  tho  convenience  of  litigants „ The  hours  of  the  court  also  arc  to 
be  arranged  so  that  evening  sessions  nay  be  held,  x central  office  is  to  be 
established  at  '..hioh  telephone  and  other  oonmniications  nay  be  received  at  any 
tinco  There  is  to  be  at  least  one  clerk  and  one  constable  for  each  judge.  The 
judges  of  the  court  are  to  :ra.kc  rules  for  the  procedure  of  the  court  subject  to 
supervision  by  tho  oounty  courto  Appeals  fron  the  municipal  court  follox  the 
sane  course  as  appeals  .from  the  justi.cc.s  of  the  peaco  and  aldcinion  at  present 
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except  that  the  right  of  appco.l  in  sr.iall  claims  of  less  than  v50,00  ray  be  limi- 
ted as  far  o.s  mo.y  bo  under  the  constitution. 

ARTIClf]  RhTIFiCATIOR  illTD  xJSIIDIfh:T.  - This  article  provides  for 

the  submission  of  the  charter  to  the  vote  of  the  people  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
Juno  19  29^  and  provides  for  its  amendment  in  the  maimer  prosoribed  in  rlic  con- 
stitutiolifl 

.-RTiCIf]  XXIIT.  IflSCRLhnTfCUS  FROVidlONG  SCI-EDULf.  - This  article  sets 


up  the  districts  of  vrhich  the  members  of  the  board  of  commissioners  must  bo  rosi- 


dontso  District  IToo  1 of  rrhich  three  members  must  be  residents  consists  of  the 
present  city  of  Pittsburgh^  District  iIo«  2^  of  the  city  of  McKeesport  and  of 
the  boroughs  and  tonnships  oast  of  the  Monongahela  River  o.nd  south  of  the  nl- 
loghcny  except  the  tomnships  of  Ponn^  Plum  and  Tfilkinso  District  hloc  3 consists 
of  the  cities  of  Clairton  and  Duouesne  o.nd  of  all  the  boroughs  and  tomnships 
iTost  end  south  of  the  Mononp'ahe].a  e.nd.  Ohio  rivers  oxcoDt  the  tonnships  of  Ilorth 


Fayette j Findley,  Moon  and  Crescent  and  the  borough  of  Coi-e.opoliso  District  Ho. 
4 consists  of  the  remainder  of  Allegheny  coundiy  outside  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
Justices  of  the  pcacc^  e.idermcn  and  constables  arc  to  sci-vo  out  the  bal- 


ance of  the  terms  for  nhich  they  "vere  clectcdc  Justices  of  the  pcr.cc.  e.ldcrmcn 


and  constables  vrhosc  terms  oxoirc  on  the  first  Monday  of  Juno  1920  are  to  con- 
tinue in  office  until  January  1^  1332,  i/Ie.gistratos  in  the  present  city  of 
Pittsburgh  are  to  remain  in  existenoe  until  January  1,  1932o 

This  article  also  contains  the  schedule  of  provisions  for  carrying  it  int. 
Complete  operations  Tlio  parts  of  the  charter  reclating  to  elections  ai'c  to  take 
effect  upon  its  ro.tifi, cation^  all  other  provisions  exoopt  those  ■’.■rhioh  are  ex- 
pressly stated  to  be  effective  at  an  carlioi'  date  or  larbor  da.te  go  into  effect 


on  the  first  Monday  of  January  ].930.j 
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